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BARUCH COLLEGE 
SECURING THE FUTURE FOR STAFF AND 
STUDENTS OF BARUCH COLLEGE, NYC 
 

 

Baruch College is located in one of New York City’s most 
desirable business neighbourhoods, Midtown Manhattan. Close 
to Wall Street and a large number of global headquarters of 
large firms and Fortune 500 companies. Baruch offers 
undergraduate and graduate programs to its 15,500 students 
through three acclaimed schools: the School of Public Affairs, 
the Weissman School of Arts and Sciences, and the Zicklin 
School of Business. 
 
Since the late 90s, Baruch College has used the G4S 
Technology Symmetry™ Security Management System to 
secure its three campuses. Recently, new construction and 
expansion forced Baruch to review its security system. Baruch 
installed Symmetry Professional and soon learned they would 
need more capacity. A seamless upgrade to Symmetry 
Enterprise version 6 to manage its 29,000 card holders 
provided the perfect fit. 
 
The Symmetry Security Management System integrates with 
the Baruch student database system, Banner. When a new 
student is entered into the Banner system, the database 
automatically imports and populates the Symmetry database. 
Any changes to a student record are also imported directly to 
Symmetry. This saves a tremendous amount of time as student 
cards can be printed and distributed immediately without the 
need to re-key student information. If a student drops out or 
graduates at the end of the semester, a change to the 
Banner system will import directly into the Symmetry Security 
Management System. The student access level is immediately 
updated to inactive in the Symmetry system. 
 
Magstripe readers mounted on turnstiles throughout the three 
campuses control access to all buildings. Being a city campus, 
 

maintaining tight control of students and staff was a challenge. 
Each student or cardholder swipes their card on the turnstile. 
When access is granted, the student may pass through the 
turnstile. Symmetry processes thousands and thousands of 
card transactions per day while cardholders swipe in and out 
of every building, including the library, sports complex and 
computer labs. 
 
“Baruch needed to control the students coming into its 
buildings,” said Idesco Service Manager, Mike Troiani. “When 
you have 400 students in a lecture hall plus professors, 
teaching assistants, etc. you need added security.” 
 
“Each semester the population changes and Baruch needs to 
keep track of who is a student and who is not,” Troiani said. 
“Student traffic is unbelievably heavy, but our Symmetry 
system allows it to flow and is very efficient.” 
 
Cardholders use their colorcoded credential as a student or 
staff ID, and library card. Specific colours are used to identify 
students, staff, faculty, visitors, continuing education students, 
Athletic & Recreational Centre members, special events and 
alumni. The colour codes alert security guards to what type of 
student, staff or guest is in a building. 
 
Access levels are defined based on a person’s role at the 
college such as student, staff, faculty, alumni, continuing 
education, visitor, etc. There is even a designated lounge for 
honour students, which is yet another defined access level. 
 
“Each student is granted an access level based on what type of 
student they are,” said Baruch College Administrator of ID 
Centre / Public Safety, George D. Yang. “For example, Baruch
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students are allowed access to the open labs, where 
continuing education students use a different set of labs. 
Proper access is granted to the appropriate students based on 
their education level.” 
 
A command centre is located in each of the five campus 
buildings. Guards monitor critical video locations and alarms. 
At each location, a Symmetry client monitors alarm activities 
and a separate video screen monitors the Vicon video system. 
Guards patrol the school interior and grounds and investigate 
alarms. 
 
Baruch College chose Idesco Corporation to install and 
maintain G4S Technology’s Symmetry Security Management 
System. Idesco Corp. is a leading provider of integrated 
security systems, including Access Control, CCTV and Digital 
Video Recording, Photo ID Badging, and ID Card Printers. 
Headquartered in New York City, Idesco has been in business 
for over 60 years and provides security solutions to leading 
organizations in all industries, including government, corporate, 
real estate, and education. 
 
The end result “With the thousands of transactions that occur 
daily, we are thrilled with the number of granted entrances or 
non-granted entrances,” said Yang. “We could have so many 
complications, but Symmetry works flawlessly. We couldn’t be 
happier.” 
 
With the exceptionally low error rate, Baruch College is 
pleased with the upgrade. 
 
The Future Baruch is continuously adding panels and readers 
to existing buildings, and plans to complete the south campus. 
They are also planning on upgrading the magstripe readers to 
proximity iClass. 
 
“With hundreds of readers that are under constant operation 
all the time, the Symmetry Security Management System keeps 
chugging along with very little, if any, maintenance needed,” 
said Troiani. 
 
 

About G4S Technology 
 
G4S Technology is part of G4S plc, the world’s leading 
international security solutions group. 
 
G4S Technology provides fully integrated building security 
systems throughout the world, protecting everything from 
small offices and schools to large multi-national organisations 
and high security Government facilities.  G4S Technology has 
been providing unified security solutions for over 30 years, 
delivering 30,000 systems across 80 countries, to mitigate risk 
and protect staff, premises and assets.  
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings true
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.25000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on '[PDF/X-1a:2001]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


